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FOOTBALL FREEBIES and an 'UNSOLICITED BID'

The CEO and other senior sta� of the Adelaide City Council accepted multiple free
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tickets to Crows games and functions in the months leading up to the Adelaide
Football Club launching an "unsolicited proposal" to take over much of Denise
Norton Park / Pardipardinyilla (Park 2)

The City Council's gifts and bene�ts register reveals that in 2017-18, Adelaide City
Council CEO Mark Goldstone and other executives received hospitality valued at
$3,308 directly from the Adelaide Football Club, plus free tickets to Crows games and
other football giveaways donated by others, for a combined total value of $7,113.

Here is a timeline of events:

22 June 2017: Mark Goldstone (CEO) Tickets to the game Adelaide v Hawthorn
and "corporate hospitality" provided by Statewide Super - Value $800.
7 July 2017: Mark Goldstone (CEO) and executives Steven Mathewson and Mark
Lukowicz attended what they each, separately, described as "an event of
signi�cant importance to the capital city" i.e.  the football game Adelaide
Crows Vs Western Bulldogs plus AFC Chairman's "pre/post game hospitality."
Total value $1,600 provided by Adelaide Football Club.
25 July 2017: the City Council's Guidelines for Unsolicited Proposals was formally
adopted.
7 September 2017: Qualifying �nal Adelaide Crows v GWS Giants. Council
executives Mark Goldstone, Matt Grant, Steven Mathewson and Mark
Lukowicz.  Two tickets provided by Statewide Super and two tickets provided by
Adelaide Oval Stadium Management Authority.  Total Value $1,380.
13 April 2018: Mark Goldstone (CEO) attended the unveiling of Magarey Grove
(at Adelaide Oval) followed by the Adelaide v Collingwood football game, as a
guest of the SA Football Commission:  Value  $165.
13 April 2018: Sta� member, Clayton Wehner.  A 'Roof Climb' and attendance
at the football game Adelaide v Collingwood to "mingle with 14 other
sponsorship companies" provided by Adelaide Football Club:  Value $368.
12 May 2018: Mark Goldstone (CEO) and Ian Hill (sta� member)  Four tickets to
Port Adelaide vs Adelaide football game in the Adelaide Oval Corporate Suite. 
Donor: Adelaide Oval Stadium Management Authority.   Mr Hill advised that
"attendance at this event will provide networking opportunities."  Total Value
$1,460.  
30 June 2018:  Mark Goldstone (CEO) Tickets to Chairman's Function in Ian
McLachlan Room, followed by Adelaide vs West Coast game (2 x $450) 
Provided by Adelaide Football Club.  Value: $900.
31 August 2018:  Mark Goldstone (CEO) Crows Club Championship dinner - free
tickets valued at $440.
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The law provides that: 
 
"An employee of a council must not seek out or receive a gift or bene�t that is, or could
reasonably be taken to be, intended or likely to create a sense of obligation on the part of
the employee to a person or in�uence the employee in the performance or discharge of the
employee's functions or duties."

APPA is not suggesting that Mr Goldstone or other senior sta� were "in�uenced in
the performance or discharge of their duties" in respect of the Adelaide Crows.  

We note that during the 2019 season, after the Crows had formally lodged their so-
called "Unsolicited Proposal" in February 2019, there were no free tickets to Crows
games recorded in the Council's Gifts and Bene�ts register.  

Nevertheless, the acceptance of this hospitality in the two previous years, 2017 and
2018, might raise eyebrows.

During 2018, The Advertiser twice reported that the Adelaide Football Club was
considering making an o�er for a Park Lands site.  The Council's nursery and green
waste recycling plant, alongside University ovals in Bullrush Park / Warnpangga (Park
10) was mentioned in 2018 as a possibility.  See the stories of 1 September 2018 and5
December 2018 ($$ subscriber-only).

These media reports followed shortly after two seasons of generous hospitality
provided for Council executives.

As reported in our newsletter of May 2019, Mr Goldstone, along with Clare Mockler
(both pictured above) were the two senior City Council executives delegated to
manage the so-called "Unsolicited Proposals" process under which the Adelaide
Football Club is trying to get approval to take over the ageing Adelaide Aquatic centre
and surrounding Park Lands in Denise Norton Park / Pardipardinyilla (Park 2).
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LESS THAN FULL TRUTHS FROM COUNCIL 

 
 

Part 1: "Our Hands Are Tied"  NO, THEY'RE NOT
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The City Council is undertaking with the
Adelaide Football Club, what it calls a
"proper process" for dealing with
"unsolicited proposals".

This process ought not to be applied to
the Adelaide Park Lands because the
Park Lands have their own statutory
"Management Strategy" and
community land cannot be leased
without �rst undertaking community
consultation.

Nevertheless, some City Councillors seem to believe (or have been telling ratepayers)
that their hands are tied while this process of dealing with an "unsolicited proposal"
continues.  They are telling the public that the so-called "Stage 2" of this process
must continue while the Council awaits a set of plans from the Adelaide Football Club.

However that's not the case. The Council's own document (at page 11) makes clear
that the Council can walk away from this process:.

"The Council may, at any stage of the process of receiving,
considering and negotiating an unsolicited proposal:

discontinue negotiations with any proponent

"The Council may, by resolution, where it is justified in the
circumstances, determine that these guidelines will not apply to a

particular unsolicited proposal."

APPA is urging the  City Council to make such a resolution - to walk away from its
previous decision to accept an unsolicited bid from a commercial football business to
establish its headquarters in Denise Norton Park / Pardipardinyilla (Park 2).

When you are driving the wrong way
down a one way street, you do not need
to travel to the end of the road before
doing a necessary U-turn.

Like any driver, the Council has the
power to make a U-turn.  Contact the
Councillors below and urge them to
"discontinue negotiations" with the
Adelaide Football Club, as permitted by
their own "Unsolicited Proposals
Guidelines".

Part 2: "No Deal Has Been Done"   BUT LOTS OF NODDING 
 

Some members of the City Council have been telling ratepayers that "No deal has
been done" with the Adelaide Football Club over their proposed acquisition of land in
Denise Norton Park / Pardipardinyilla (Park 2).

It's true that no deal has been signed.  However, multiple decisions have been made,
some in secret and all without community involvement or approval. 
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All of these decisions have been favourable to the Adelaide Football Club.  None have
been consistent with the Council's duty to hold the Park Lands in trust for the public.

Decision 1: (25 July 2017)  Setting up the process to open the door for the Crows
bid - adopting the so-called "Unsolicited Proposals Guidelines" shortly after
Council executives received Adelaide Football Club hospitality (see story
above). 
 
Decision 2:  (23 February 2019)  Accepting the Adelaide Football Club
'Unsolicited Proposal" (in secret) and letting it progress to Stage 2 instead of
dismissing it out of hand.

Decision 3:  (9 April 2019)  Voting against public consultation. 
 
Decision 4:  (11 June 2019)  Again, voting against public consultation.

Decision 5:  (11 June 2019)  Handing the Adelaide Football Club a non-binding
unenforceable "wish list" set of so-called "Guiding Principles" to maximise
their chances of success.

 
All of these decisions were made without any consideration of possible alternatives
for the Aquatic Centre. 

Would you say that "No deal has been done?"

Or would you say that everything possible has been done to ensure a deal WILL be
done, to remove much of Park 2 from the public and hand it to a commercial football
business?

 
TONIGHT - FOUR MORE DECISIONS 

 

Tonight (Tuesday 19 November) the City Council will consider four more decisions in
this matter.

Councillor Anne Moran will ask
Council to ask the Adelaide Football
Club to release their concept plans
for the Aquatic Centre "to elicit
useful public feedback"

Councillor Mary Couros will ask
Council to require the Adelaide
Football Club to submit "detailed
concepts for public release" within a
Council agenda on Friday 6
December.

Councillor Robert Simms will ask
Council to amend its "Unsolicited
Proposals Guidelines" so that, in
future, they do not apply to sites
within the Adelaide Park Lands.

Councillor Robert Simms will also ask
Council to oppose the State
Government's draft Planning Code
which supports replacing the Aquatic
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Centre with "recreational sporting
clubrooms, facilities and associated
administrative functions."  (See next
story)

We'll report what's decided for each of these motions; by tomorrow (Wednesday 20
November) on Facebook, and of course in next month's e-Gazette.

Note, however, that none of these motions would end the current process under
which the Adelaide Football Club is still marching towards its goal of taking over part
of the world-unique, National Heritage-listed Adelaide Park Lands.

Even if carried, none of these motions would have the Adelaide City Council
#StandWithDenise.

What can you do?  

Email the Councillors, NOW!

See www.adelaide-parklands.asn.au/crows

Share Tweet Forward

 
STATE GOVERNMENT CHANGES RULES TO SUIT CROWS 

 

There's been a shocking setback for the #StandWithDenise campaign.

The State Government has intervened, rewriting Planning rules to permit the
Adelaide Football Club's proposed multi-storey HQ in Denise Norton Park.

This is the subscriber-only link to The Advertiser story of 4 November. 
 
Meanwhile the Adelaide Football Club CEO Andrew Fagan has written to Denise
Norton - apparently still tone-deaf to the growing community resistance: 
 

Meantime this poster has recently started appearing in North Adelaide
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It carries no name or authorisation.  It's not funded or distributed by APPA. 
 

We hope Mr Fagan takes the hint in the poster, and starts looking at alternative sites
for the Adelaide FC's proposed $60 million commercial home.

Why don't you write to him - crows@afc.com.au - with (polite) suggestions of where
the team should locate their proposed edi�ce.

 
MORE SUPPORTERS TO #STANDWITHDENISE 

 

It's not just APPA with serious concerns about the way the Council seems to be
clearing the way for a corporate handover of public Park Lands.  In recent weeks, these
voices have also been raised up:

 
 
Rev Dr Lynn Arnold 
SA Premier 1992-93 
 
 
"Whatever is proposed would be merely an initial
foothold from which commercial operations would
inevitably expand in coming years.  

"It would be negligent to future generations to allow
such a powerful commercial force to dominate
Denise Norton Park." 
 
 

Leonie Ebert 
Educator, and founder of the Graham F. Smith Peace
Foundation 
 
"I am outraged that the ACC is listening to an
interstate pro�t-driven large and powerful
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commercial organisation which wants to alienate our
parklands.

"Parklands are not for sale; they are for future
generations.  

"The ACC must not repudiate the trust we place in
it."  
 
 

John Underwood
Former manager, City Projects Dept, Adelaide City Council &
former chair, South East City Residents Assn 
 
"The occupation of the Park Lands by the multi-
million dollar Adelaide Football Club is inappropriate
regardless as to what conditions are imposed by
Council.

"Over time what guarantees are there that these
conditions will be adhered to?"

 
 
 
Chris Milne 
Former journalist with the Advertiser and Financial Review" 
Letter to the editor of The Advertiser (6 November 2019)

"It is hard to imagine a more dangerous precedent
for alienation of our wonderful encircling Parklands
by corporate interests." 
 
 

 
 
 
David O'Loughlin 
Mayor of Prospect and Chair of Blackfriars Priory College 
 
 
"For a council that represents the people and a club
that wants to represent the community, the silence is
deafening.

"I don't understand why there is this cone of silence
around it. It's the people's land, let the people
know."

Find out more at 
 

www.adelaide-parklands.asn.au/crows

WHAT'S ON IN THE PARK LANDS

There are always events scheduled in the Park Lands, many of them free, and there
are always opportunities to explore the Park Lands on your own, or with friends or
family.  Browse our "Explore Parks" pages for hints about interesting spots to visit. 
This month's featured opportunities, in date order, are:
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Club 8 Sports - a mixed social sports club,
hosting Park Lands games; 8 teams over 8
weeks playing 8 sports, with 8 members in
each team.  The sports are soccer, touch
footy, dodgeball, frisbee, volleyball, footy
relay, cricket and kickball.  The venues
include Reservoir Park / Kangatilla (Park
4).  If you don't have seven mates,
organisers will try to put you into a team. 
Click the pic for details.

Carols in the Square - Whitmore Square. 
Thurs 5 Dec, 5:30pm to 9.00pm 

It's a free family-friendly event run in
partnership with Westcare Church.
Featuring Holdfast Bay Concert Band and
other guest artists.  Click the pic for details.

Guided walk though Bundey's Paddock /
Tidlangga (Park 9) - Sun 8 Dec 10am to
11.30am
An exploratory walk around a Park that is
cherished by the residents of lower North
Adelaide, who'd love to show it o�, to
you!    Featuring a bushland trail & a kids
playspace,  you'll also learn some quirky
history about the nearby heritage houses. 
Click the pic for details.

Christmas Lights, Festive Nights -
Victoria Square / Tarntanyangga 

5.00 to 9.00pm - 13 to 22 Dec

Ten evenings of activities and
entertainment in the Park at Adelaide's
centre.

The City of Adelaide has curated a di�erent
program each night.

Click the pic for details.

 
Walk the Park Lands Trail (anytime) 
The Parklands loop is an 18km trail that is
suitable for walking, riding, dog walking,
prams, wheelchair accessible and even
jogging (if you're super keen).

Many sections are sealed (not all).  Where
there are steps, there are also ramps. 

Click the pic for details.

Share Tweet Forward

100 YEARS SERVING THE PARK LANDS
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How's your job satisfaction?

Most of us move from job to job throughout our careers, fearful of being stuck in a rut
or not advancing.

That's not been the case for the Lepore brothers Tony (left) and Charlie (right) who
are just about to clock up a combined 100 years as gardeners to the world's only City
in a Park.

Elder brother Tony, starting in 1960 (at the age of 15) helped build Rymill Park and
Veale Gardens as we know them.  Younger brother Charlie (starting as late as 1979)
had a big role in establishing the Himeji Gardens in Park 18.

The City of Adelaide has put together a six-minute video to honour the two brothers. 
Read their fascinating stories and see their video story at this link: 
 
https://living.cityofadelaide.com.au/a-century-not-out/?
fbclid=IwAR2F_8OTUIgEpwN-jUX3qgS32T6JwLuQWxk-3g3Ncm349HU6M-
24G9-W1Dg

Share Tweet Forward

BRIEFLY, IN OTHER PARK LANDS NEWS

Surprise!  Big Buildings obstruct public space

?
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Who would have thought? Apparently when you cram lots of new enormous buildings into
what used to be a public space, there is less room for the public.

This amazing fact has �nally dawned even on those who are promoting their own massive
buildings on what used to be called Festival Plaza - part of Tarntanya Wama (Park 26). This
is hilarious. It's like cramming your house with excess furniture and then complaining that
the open plan living areas aren't working well.

The Sunday Mail article of 9 November is subscriber-only. 
 

National Park Cities of London and ... Adelaide?

Earlier this year London was named the world's �rst "National Park City" (NPC) in a bid to
make urban areas "greener, healthier and wilder".

With an aim to have 25 NPCs by 2025, Adelaide is in the race early and is one of only �ve
cities listed so far as potential future NPCs.  We are also the only non-UK city listed. 
 
And it's getting a bit competitive with fellow listed city Newcastle (in England) citing
Adelaide as the city to beat. 

For more information on the National Park City concept see nationalparkcity.org 
 

Uni Research highlights Park Lands losses

A research paper by an Adelaide University student has highlighted an inconsistency
between State Government goals of "expanding Adelaide's green spaces" and the reality of
continual erosion of the Adelaide Park Lands.

Final-year Environmental management student Marni Gri�ths argues that the State
Government goal of "sustainable development" seems irreconcilable with current practices
of locating large new buildings on sites taken from the world-unique National Heritage-
listed Adelaide Park Lands.

Ms Gri�ths suggests that each alienation (usually justi�ed by reference to short to medium
term economic advantages) damages a range of other longer-term positive values of the
Adelaide Park Lands:

Biodiversity
Mitigating the Urban Heat Island e�ect
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Recreation, public usage and public health/well-being
Tourism and longer term economic value
Potential for World Heritage listing.

The author includes a stark timeline chronicling most major Park Lands alienations over the
past 10 years.

Ms Gri�ths also highlights the disparity between this reality of Park Lands losses and the
statements of supposed policy intent in the 30-year plan for Greater Adelaide, the City
Council's "Carbon Neutral Adelaide" and the Adelaide Park Lands Management Strategy.

Read Ms Gri�ths report at this link.    (71 pages - 4.5 Mb)

Delayer-in-Chief

One day, the world-unique Adelaide Park
Lands will undoubtedly be acknowledged
with World Heritage status.

It's sad that Minister David Speirs will be
remembered as the Minister who delayed
that recognition, rather than promoted it. 
 
He may not be "fully satis�ed" but that's
no reason for delaying the momentum
that is gathering.

Minister Speirs is also delaying State
Heritage listing.

He's taken no action in the 11 months since the Heritage Council recommended that the
Park Lands receive State Heritage listing.

Motor racing takeover to start on 2 December

The annual intrusion of motor sport detritus into the eastern Park Lands (Parks 14, 15, and
16) is set to begin on 2 December and last until 20 April 2020.  The actual motor racing
events are scheduled for 20-23 February.

These are the dates arbitrarily set by the Minister for Recreation, Sport and Racing, Corey
Wingard, for "Prescribed Works" in the "Declared Area".  The City Council has been
consulted on these dates but cannot alter them.

The time period of just under 5 months is comparable to last year.  However, there are
changes to the fence line areas for the 2020 event to reduce the inconvenience to
pedestrians and cyclists.

In particular the perimeter fence line along Rymill Park Rose Garden path is to be relocated
to allow public access from Dequetteville Terrace to East Terrace.

Organisers have also promised to address concerns by south-east city residents about the
placement and use of generators throughout the nights.

Art Prize - enter now!
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Entries have been coming in already for the Adelaide Park Lands Art Prize 2020.  Total prize
money of $38,500 is on o�er, including a �rst prize of $20,000.  

If you know an artist with an appreciation of the Adelaide Park Lands, make sure they are
aware of the Park Lands Art Prize.

Entries close 31 January 2020.  See www.parklandsart.com

Learning what's in your Park Lands

Bushcare organisation Trees For Life recently ran a Grass Identi�cation Workshop in
Carriageway Park / Tuthangga (Park 17).  

The workshop was hosted by prominent SA plant identi�cation expert Ann Prescott
(on the right in photo above), author of the reference book "It’s Blue With Five
Petals".

Carriageway Park / Tuthangga (Park 17) includes a patch of open grassland featuring
native perennial grasses that were proli�c on the Adelaide Plains before European
settlement. 

This precious biodiversity site has been nurtured with tender loving care by Trees for
Life volunteers amongst others and the native perennial grasses are now making a
comeback. 

Trees for Life hosts a range of workshops in di�erent SA locations and are keen to
encourage anyone interested in participating in similar regeneration and
conservation landcare projects to support and protect our natural heritage. 

For more information see: treesforlife.org.au/workshops

WHAT'S IN A NAME? "Preservation" v "Development"

Renaming us as the "Adelaide Park Lands Development Association"? 
A thought experiment from APPA Committee member Valdis Dunis (pictured)

Should we rename this Association by
replacing the word "Preservation" with a
word that better re�ects our goals?

I propose that we become the “Adelaide
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Parklands Development Association”!

Of course that seems shocking and crazy,
given all the battles we have had with
property developers over recent years.

Our group so often is accused glibly of
“being against all development”.

However, the Oxford dictionary de�nes
"development" as:

the gradual growth of something so that it
becomes more advanced, stronger, etc.

If you are reading this, then presumably
you do not want the Park Lands to become
weaker, merely fragmented little patches
of greenery in between new buildings and
car parks.

Surely you would prefer to strengthen and advance the status of our park lands with public
trails, replanting native vegetation, more gardens, high quality open-air temporary event
spaces, along with more education and public awareness of their unique nature - while
removing ugly sheds, carparks, etc to give us all more space to enjoy the world's only City-
encircling Park Lands.

So, in this sense, we are indeed the ones who want to “develop” the Park Lands, so that they
are better appreciated by South Australians and valued around the world.

Never has this been more important, as heat waves from climate change sweep across our
planet.

"Development" in this broader sense of the word is consistent with research showing that
open public green spaces provide physical and mental bene�ts: cooling, cleaning and
calming both the environment and people alike.

The existence of the Adelaide Park Lands is one of the reasons that Adelaide is rated in the
top 10 liveable cities on earth.

Seriously though, I am not actually suggesting we rename our Association.

This article was just meant to prod us to think about the power of choosing and persuading,
with the right words, when we talk to others.

We can not let others de�ne us within their narrow, 20th century paradigm.

So, the next time someone accuses APPA of “being against all development”, tell them that
in fact it’s the opposite.  We are the most passionate "developers" of the Park Lands, in
modern, 21st century ways that will help "develop" our city as a world leader in green open
spaces.

Editor's note: Although Valdis says he's not serious about a name change there is, nevertheless,
merit in examining alternative ways of identifying ourselves and our goals.  We don't need to
change our Objectives, but we can turn Park Lands debate on its head so that APPA is recognised
as a proactive initiator of Park Lands appreciation.  The name Adelaide Park Lands Progress
Association has been suggested as possibly suitable for this purpose.

If you have a view on this please share it with us: secretary@adelaide-parklands.asn.au

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP?

APPA always welcomes any assistance with supporting our Park Lands.

We have listed 10 ways that you can help at:
www.adelaide-parklands.asn.au/take-action

Speci�c suggestions you could do right now are: 
 
1. Send a written (&/or pictorial) contribution to this newsletter or our social media
feeds such as a letter to the editor, a news tip you've heard, or a personal anecdote or
photo about your favourite part of the Park Lands.  Send to secretary@adelaide-
parklands.asn.au 
 
2.  Follow APPA on social media through one or more of these links:
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3.  Donate to #StandWithDenise

4.  Send a letter or email on a current issue.   
 
Right now we recommend contacting the CEO of the Adelaide Football Club, Andrew
Fagan, and City Councillors about their plan to hand over part of Park 2 for a Crows
administration headquarters. 

See the stories above, and head to this page for some suggestions on how to take
action:  www.adelaide-parklands.asn.au/crows

5. Join us! 
 
Already in 2019-20 our membership list has grown larger than last year's, thanks to
hundreds of renewing members and many new ones.

You too can be a proud Park Lands supporter, with membership starting at only $15
(for concession and student membership) for a year.

We rely almost exclusively on annual membership fees to continue our Park Lands
advocacy, so if you haven't already, please consider putting your money where your
mouth is and backing APPA to keep up the Park Lands �ght.   
 
As a �nancial member of APPA, you receive:

the priceless satisfaction of supporting APPA's work;
free participation in our monthly guided Park Lands walks;
eligibility to become a Park Ambassador and lead an annual guided walk
through one Park;
the responsibility to help guide APPA's activities through the Annual General
Meeting; and
a printable PDF membership certi�cate (as above).

Those who've already paid their 2019-20 membership have already received one of
these printable certi�cates.
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PHOTOS OF THE DAY - RECENT HIGHLIGHTS

From the top:
a) Blackfriars Priory College football game in Denise Norton Park / Pardcipardinyilla
(Park 2) - this site at risk from commercial takeover by the Adelaide Football Club
(See stories above).
b) a rock rose in the Adelaide Botanic Garden - part of Park 11.  Pic: Greg Coote
c) Tree climb in Blue Gum Park / Kurangga (Park 20)
d) Group bicycle ride stopping at rare butter�y habitat in Victoria Park / Pakapakanthi
(Park 16)
e) workday lunch break at the fountain in Rymill Park / Murlawirrapurka (Park 14)

The Park Lands "photo of the day" series has been running since May 2014, and the
collection of Park Lands photos gathered over more than �ve and a half years now

b i i ( d d ll ) h
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numbers over 2,000.  We maintain (and gradually grow) more than 40 separate
albums: one for each numbered Park and Square, along with several albums for
"Alienations".  Contributions are very welcome!  To �nd out more about any of these
featured Parks, click the link to the Park number.

To see the #AdelaideParklands Photo Of The Day as it's released each morning, just
follow us on Facebook, Instagram &/or Twitter

Despite being a National Heritage-listed place, the Adelaide Park Lands are not well
protected by Federal environmental laws.

That's why we've joined the Places You Love Alliance, to campaign along with 55
other organisations for better environmental protection laws.

We are a member organisation of the national "Places You Love Alliance"

NEWSLETTER TEAM

 
Editor: Shane Sody
Contributors: Ted Jennings, Kate Treloar
Proofreader: Trish Russell

Send content enquiries/submissions to secretary@adelaide-parklands.asn.au
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